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(57) ABSTRACT

An information processing system includes a determination
part, a history storage part, a provisional history storage part,
and a changing part. The determination part determines
whether or not a printing mode of a job set at a terminal
matches a recommended printing mode. The history storage
part stores printing histories of plural jobs. The provisional
history storage part stores, in a case where the printing mode
does not match the recommended printing mode, provisional
printing histories including resource-saving effect which rep-
resents an effect of reduced resources based on an assumption
that the jobs are printed in accordance with the recommended
printing mode. The changing part changes the recommended
printing mode, based on the stored printing histories and the
provisional printing histories.
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INFORMATION PROCESSING SYSTEM,
INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD,
AND COMPUTER READABLE MEDIUM FOR
RECOMMENDING PRINTING MODES FOR
ENERGY-SAVINGS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and claims priority under 35
USC 119 from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-171398
filed Aug. 21, 2013.

BACKGROUND

(1) Technical Field

The present invention relates to an information processing
system, an information processing method, and a computer
readable medium.

(ii) Related Art

In the case where printing is performed using an image
forming apparatus, such as a printer or a multifunction device,
an information processing apparatus which is connected to
the image forming apparatus generates print data for forming
an image and issues a printing instruction. On a screen acti-
vated by a printer driver installed in the information process-
ing apparatus, a user performs setting for the type of paper, a
printing mode, and the like, and a printing instruction is
transmitted to the image forming apparatus. The image form-
ing apparatus performs printing in accordance with the con-
tents set by the user.

In recent years, in view of protection of global environ-
ment, for printing with an image forming apparatus, there has
been increasing demands for resource saving (energy saving)
for print media representing printing paper, printing toner,
and ink. Some functions of the image forming apparatus are
able to promote resource saving by reducing the number of
sheets of paper to be used, such as a double-side printing
function of printing images on both sides of paper and a
collective printing function (so-called N-UP printing) of
printing size-reduced plural images on a sheet of paper. Fur-
thermore, there is also available a function of promoting
resource saving by reducing the consumption of coloring
materials, such as color ink and color toner, by printing a color
image as a black-and-white image.

Nowadays, an unspecified number of users connected over
a network in offices use image forming apparatuses con-
nected to the network. These image forming apparatuses are
managed by a specific administrator. In terms of resource
saving, however, since the administrator does not understand
business operations of all users, it is very difficult for the
administrator to confirm the use status of each user and to
promote resource saving.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the invention, there is provided
an information processing system including a determination
part, a history storage part, a provisional history storage part,
and a changing part. The determination part determines
whether or not a printing mode of a job set at a terminal
matches a recommended printing mode. The history storage
part stores printing histories of plural jobs. The provisional
history storage part stores, in a case where the printing mode
does not match the recommended printing mode, provisional
printing histories including resource-saving effect which rep-
resents an effect of reduced resources based on an assumption
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that the jobs are printed in accordance with the recommended
printing mode. The changing part changes the recommended
printing mode, based on the stored printing histories and the
provisional printing histories.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of the entire information
processing system according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an operation of an information
processing apparatus according to an exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of an information
processing apparatus;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a recommended printing
rule table;

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate examples of a printing instruc-
tion change screen;

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a reason-for-exception
table;

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a printing instruction table;

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a printing history table;

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a provisional printing
history table;

FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrate examples of a recommended
printing rule confirmation screen;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of an operation of an information
processing apparatus;

FIG. 12 is a functional block diagram of an information
processing apparatus;

FIG. 13 illustrates an example of a printing mode table;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of an operation of an information
processing apparatus;

FIG. 15 is a functional block diagram of an information
processing apparatus;

FIG. 16 illustrates an example of a printing action guide-
line;

FIG. 17 illustrates an example of a printing action guide-
line;

FIG. 18 is a flowchart of an operation of an information
processing apparatus; and

FIG. 19 is a flowchart of an operation of an information
processing apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described below with reference to figures.

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of the entire information
processing system 1 according to an exemplary embodiment
of the invention. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the information
processing system 1 includes an information processing
apparatus 10, a terminal 20, and a multifunction device 30.
The information processing apparatus 10, the terminal 20,
and the multifunction device 30 are connected with one
another via a network. The terminal 20 is a personal computer
(PC) used by a user, which is provided in singular or plural
form. The multifunction device 30 has at least a printing
function, and may have a copying function, a scanning func-
tion, a facsimile function, and the like. The multifunction
device 30 is provided in singular or plural form. FIG. 1
illustrates an example in which two terminals and one multi-
function device are provided. The information processing
apparatus 10 manages information sent or received to or from
the terminal 20 and the multifunction device 30 and controls
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an operation of the terminal 20 and the multifunction device
30 based on the information. The information processing
apparatus 10 is installed, for example, as a management
server.

The printing function of the multifunction device 30 pro-
vides printing modes including a paper size mode for desig-
nating the size of printing paper, a single/double-side mode
for designating single-side printing or double-side printing, a
collective printing mode (N-UP mode) for designating a col-
lective printing of multiple pages into one page, a black-and-
white/color mode for designating black-and-white printing or
color printing, a number-of-print-copies mode for designat-
ing the number of print copies, and a toner-saving mode for
saving toner usage.

The information processing apparatus 10 allows a user to
set individual printing modes. Setting of a printing mode may
be changed at the multifunction device 30 by a user. For
example, after a user issues a printing instruction at the infor-
mation processing apparatus 10, the user is able to change a
printing mode at the multifunction device 30 immediately
before operating the multifunction device 30. A recom-
mended printing rule is set for the information processing
apparatus 10. The recommended printing rule is a printing
rule aiming at a reduction in printing cost and resource saving
(hereinafter referred to as “energy saving”) which contributes
to protection of global environment. In a recommended print-
ing rule, individual printing modes (for example, “single/
double-side”, “black-and-white/color”, “N-UP”, and “toner-
saving”) are set modes for energy saving (for example,
“double-side”, “black-and-white”, “2-UP”, and “toner-sav-
ing ON™). In a recommended printing rule, for example, the
black-and-white/color printing mode is set to the black-and-
white printing mode. A recommended printing rule is set for
each user. This is because business operations may vary from
user to user and required print contents and printing from vary
according to the business operations. A printing mode pro-
viding energy-saving effect included in a recommended
printing rule is called a recommended printing mode.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the information processing appa-
ratus 10 includes a communication unit 11, a controller 12, a
memory 13, and a storage unit 14. Hardware elements con-
figuring the information processing apparatus 10 are con-
nected with each other so that data may be transferred via a
bus. The communication unit 11 transmits and receives infor-
mation to and from the terminal 20 and the multifunction
device 30 via a network. The controller 12 controls individual
units of the apparatus and performs various types of informa-
tion processing. The memory 13 stores various programs and
data. The storage unit 14 stores a recommended printing rule
which includes plural recommended printing modes and plu-
ral tables including past printing histories and the like. Details
of the storage unit 14 will be described later.

Here, an operation of the information processing system 1
in the case where a user A issues a printing instruction to the
multifunction device 30 using the terminal 20 will be
described, along with functions of the information processing
apparatus 10.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an operation of the information
processing apparatus 10. FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram
of the information processing apparatus 10. As illustrated in
FIG. 3, the information processing apparatus 10 includes a
printing instruction acquisition part 121, a rule conformity
determination part 122 (a determination part), and a printing
instruction management part 123. The storage unit 14
includes a rule storage part 141, a reason-for-exception stor-
age part 142, a printing instruction storage part 143 (a setting
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4
storage part), and a printing history storage part (a history
storage part, a provisional history storage part) 144.

When the user A sets desired printing modes and issues a
printing instruction using the terminal 20, the printing
instruction acquisition part 121 of the information processing
apparatus 10 receives the printing instruction (print job) from
the terminal 20 (S101). For example, it is assumed that the
user A sets “single-side printing”, “color printing”, “2-UP
printing”, and “toner-saving: OFF” for individual printing
modes and issues an instruction for printing. Information of
these printing modes is added to the print job, and the print job
is input to the information processing apparatus 10 from the
terminal 20.

Then, the rule conformity determination part 122 of the
information processing apparatus 10 refers to a recom-
mended printing rule table of the rule storage part 141 and
determines whether or not the printing modes of the printing
instruction acquired by the printing instruction acquisition
part 121 match recommended printing modes for the user A
(S102). The recommended printing modes are stored in a
table in the rule storage part 141 for each of multiple users.
FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a recommended printing rule
table. In the recommended printing rule table, arule ID, a user
name, and recommended printing modes for a single/double-
side setting, a black-and-white/color setting, an N-UP setting,
a toner-saving setting, and the like are registered. For
example, as the rule with the ID of 1 (recommended printing
rule 1) for the user A, “double-side printing”, “black-and-
white printing”, “2-UP printing”, and “toner-saving: ON” are
set. A method for setting a recommended printing rule (rec-
ommended printing mode) will be described later.

In S102, in the case where the printing modes of the print-
ing instruction by the user A do not match the recommended
printing modes, the printing instruction management part 123
of the information processing apparatus 10 causes a display
unit of the terminal 20 of the user A to display a printing
instruction change screen, and prompts the user A to change
a printing mode (S103). In this case, among the printing
modes set by the user A, an item of the toner-saving setting
does not match the recommended printing mode. Therefore,
the printing instruction change screen is displayed on the
display unit of the terminal 20 of the user A. The printing
instruction management part 123 also functions as a display.
FIG. 5A illustrates an example of a printing instruction
change screen. On the printing instruction change screen,
regarding a printing mode which does not match a recom-
mended printing mode, the contents of the printing mode set
by the user A (“toner-saving: OFF”) and the contents of the
recommended printing mode (“toner-saving: ON”) are dis-
played, and the user is able to select either to change the set
contents to the contents of the recommended printing mode or
to execute printing in accordance with the printing mode
initially set by the user A. As illustrated in FIG. 5B, on the
printing instruction change screen, the user may be able to
selectareason (reason for exception) for executing printing in
accordance with the printing mode initially set, instead of
following the recommended printing mode. The contents of
reasons for exception are registered in advance in a table of
the reason-for-exception storage part 142. FIG. 6 illustrates
an example of a reason-for-exception table. A user may enter
a reason for exception into a text box.

When the user A changes the printing mode to the recom-
mended printing mode on the printing instruction change
screen (see FIGS. 5A and 5B) in S103, that is, when “toner-
saving: OFF” is changed to “toner-saving: ON” in this case,
the printing instruction management part 123 adds, to the
print job issued by the user A, the ID of the user A and
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information of the printing mode that matches the recom-
mended printing mode, and sends the print job to the multi-
function device 30 (S104).

In contrast, when the user A selects the printing mode
initially set by the user A on the printing instruction change
screen, that is, when “toner-saving: OFF” is not changed in
this case, the printing instruction management part 123 adds,
to the print job issued by the user A, the ID of the user A and
information of the printing mode, and sends the print job to
the multifunction device 30 (S104). In this case, the printing
instruction management part 123 registers the contents of the
printing instruction by the user A different from the recom-
mended printing modes into a table of the printing instruction
storage part 143. FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a printing
instruction table. Here, the contents of an instruction for
replacing “toner-saving: ON” set as a recommended printing
mode with “toner-saving: OFF”, are registered.

When the multifunction device 30 receives from the print-
ing instruction management part 123 of the information pro-
cessing apparatus 10 the print job to which the above infor-
mation has been added, the multifunction device 30 executes
printing of the print job in accordance with the printing modes
included in the information (S105).

The printing instruction management part 123 stores a
printing result in the printing history storage part 144 (S106).
FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a printing history table. When
the user A does not follow the recommended printing mode
and issues an instruction for printing in accordance with the
printing mode set initially, the printing instruction manage-
ment part 123 creates, based on the contents of the print job
and the recommended printing mode, a printing result based
on the assumption that printing is performed in the recom-
mended printing mode, and stores the created provisional
printing result in the printing history storage part 144. FIG. 9
illustrates an example of a provisional printing history table.
The provisional printing history table illustrated in FIG. 9
represents a case where printing is performed without follow-
ing the recommended printing mode, which is, “toner-saving:
ON”, but is performed with “toner-saving: OFF”. In the print-
ing history table of FIG. 8, a toner consumption of 0.003 g is
stored as the actual printing processing, while in the provi-
sional printing history table of FIG. 9, a toner consumption of
0.001 g is stored based on the assumption that printing is
performed in accordance with the recommended printing
mode (“toner-saving: ON”) (energy-saving effect which indi-
cates an effect of saving resources based on the assumption
that printing is performed in accordance with the recom-
mended printing mode). Here, the toner consumption is given
as an example. However, the printing result is not limited to
this as long as the printing result indicates information on any
consumable resources such as the number of sheets of paper
used, carbon dioxide emission, or carbon dioxide reduction.

In 8102, when the printing modes of the printing instruc-
tion by the user A match the recommended printing modes
(see FIG. 4), the process proceeds to S104, and the printing
instruction management part 123 adds, to the print job issued
by the user A, the ID of the user A and information on the
printing mode that follows the recommended printing mode,
and sends the print job to the multifunction device 30.

Thus, through the process described above, printing pro-
cessing of the print job issued by the user A is executed.

The rule conformity determination part 122 may be con-
figured to determine, in step S102, whether or not the printing
modes of the printing instruction acquired by the printing
instruction acquisition part 121 satisfy conformity conditions
of the recommended printing modes for the user A. For
example, a printing rule conformity condition may be set to
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6

“100 g or more of carbon dioxide emission for a print job”,
and the rule conformity determination part 122 may deter-
mine whether or not the above-mentioned condition is satis-
fied. In this case, the rule conformity determination part 122
may be configured to prompt the user to change the printing
mode to the recommended printing mode when the amount of
carbon dioxide emission for printing in accordance with the
printing mode issued by the user is “100 g or more”. A
printing rule conformity condition may be set in the recom-
mended printing rule table in FIG. 4.

Further, the printing instruction management part 123 may
cause the terminal 20 to display a screen for confirmation of
the recommended printing rule before the terminal 20 dis-
plays the printing instruction change screen in S103. FIG.
10A illustrates an example of a recommended printing rule
confirmation screen. An item which allows a user to select
whether or not the recommended printing rule confirmation
screen is to be displayed may be provided. A selecting opera-
tion may be performed by an administrator of the information
processing system 1 or by a user of the terminal 20. FIG. 10B
illustrates an example of a recommended printing rule con-
firmation screen including a printing rule conformity condi-
tion.

In the printing history table in FIG. 8 and the provisional
printing history table in FI1G. 9, a printing result and a provi-
sional printing result for the user A are illustrated. In each of
the tables illustrated in FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, printing results and
provisional printing results for multiple users are recorded. In
each of the tables in FIGS. 8 and 9, a toner consumption is
provided as an example of energy-saving effect. However,
other printing modes (for example, “black-and-white print-
ing”, “double-side printing”, “2-UP printing”, and the like)
and corresponding energy-saving effects are recorded.
Accordingly, by referring to both the tables, multiple users
who have similar printing instruction contents (printing sta-
tus) may be grouped together and the user and the printing
mode with the highest degree of contribution to energy-sav-
ing effect in the individual groups may be identified (se-
lected).

[Method for Setting Recommended Printing Rule]

The information processing apparatus 10 performs pro-
cessing of setting and modifying a recommended printing
rule (recommended printing mode). An operation of setting
and modifying a recommended printing rule will be described
below, along with functions of the information processing
apparatus 10.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of an operation of the information
processing apparatus 10, and FIG. 12 is a functional block
diagram of the information processing apparatus 10. As illus-
trated in FIG. 12, the information processing apparatus 10
further includes, as elements for performing processing of
setting and modifying a recommended printing rule, a print-
ing mode acquisition part 124, a modification rate determi-
nation part 125, an effect rating part 126, a printing mode
selection part 132, and a printing mode setting part 127 (a
changing part). In FIG. 12, the elements illustrated in FIG. 3
are omitted in an appropriate manner.

An operation of setting and modifying a recommended
printing rule (see FIG. 11) is executed by an administrator for
each user at a predetermined timing (cycle). For example, the
operation is executed once a month at the beginning of every
month.

At the beginning of every month, for example, the printing
mode acquisition part 124 of the information processing
apparatus 10 refers to the recommended printing rule table of
the rule storage part 141 (see F1G. 4), and acquires individual
printing modes of the recommended printing rule set for the
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user A (S201). In this case, the printing mode acquisition part
124 acquires individual printing modes: “double-side print-
ing”, “black-and-white printing”, “2-UP printing”, and
“toner-saving: ON”.

Then, the modification rate determination part 125 refers to
the printing instruction table (see FIG. 7) and the printing
history table (see FIG. 8), selects a printing mode with a high
“priority” from a printing mode table, and determines
whether or not the printing instruction modification rate of the
selected printing mode is higher than a predetermined thresh-
01d (S202). The printing mode table is created for each user by
the printing instruction management part 123 based on the
printing instruction table (see FIG. 7), the printing history
table (see FIG. 8), and the provisional printing history table
(see FI1G. 9). For example, the printing instruction manage-
ment part 123 refers to the printing instruction table in FIG. 7,
extracts a changed printing mode (from “toner-saving: ON”
to “toner-saving: OFF” in FIG. 7), acquires a provisional
energy-saving effect for the extracted printing mode by refer-
ring to the provisional printing history table, and creates a
printing mode table. If energy saving is achieved by an ini-
tially-set printing mode, a resource-saving effect to be
achieved when a print job is printed in accordance with the
printing mode is registered in the printing mode table. FIG. 13
illustrates an example of a printing mode table. In the printing
mode table illustrated in FIG. 13, the priority is determined
based on an “energy-saving effect prospect” and a “modifi-
cation instruction rate”. Specifically, the priority is calculated
by the following expression:

Priority=(energy-saving effect prospectxa)+(modifi-
cation instruction ratexf})

In the above expression, o and f§ each represent weight.
The administrator is able to modify weight depending on
whether an energy-saving effect oruser’s convenience is to be
prioritized. FIG. 13 illustrates a case where a=f=1, which is
a setting value for the case where the energy-saving effect and
user’s convenience are desired to be well balanced.

In the case where the printing instruction modification rate
of' the selected printing mode is low, the effect rating part 126
refers to the printing history table (see FIG. 8) and the provi-
sional printing history table (see FIG. 9), and determines
whether or not the energy-saving effect of the printing mode
is higher than a predetermined threshold (S203).

In the case where the energy-saving effect of the selected
printing mode is higher than the predetermined threshold, the
printing mode selection part 132 refers to printing history
information of a different user (including a provisional
resource-saving effect for the case where a print job is provi-
sionally executed in accordance with the recommended print-
ing mode, and a resource-saving effect for the case where a
print job is printed in accordance with the actual printing
mode) in the printing history table (see FIG. 8) and in the
provisional printing history table (see FIG. 9), and selects a
printing mode in which the energy-saving effect is higher
than the threshold (S204). The printing mode selection part
132 selects, for example, a printing mode of a user, out of
multiple users, who has the highest degree of contribution to
energy-saving effect. The printing mode setting part 127 sets
the selected printing mode as the recommended printing
mode (S205). For example, when a printing mode: “double-
side printing” (priority: 5) is selected for the user A (first
user), the printing mode selection part 132 selects a printing
mode: “4-UP”, which is a printing mode of a user (second
user) with the highest degree of contribution to energy-saving
effect, and the printing mode setting part 127 sets the printing
mode: “4-UP” as the recommended printing mode for the
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user A. When the above-mentioned printing mode is not set as
the recommended printing mode, the printing mode setting
part 127 adds the printing mode to the recommended printing
rule table (see FIG. 4). The printing mode selection part 132
may select a printing mode of a user (second user) with the
highest degree of contribution to energy-saving effect from
among multiple users (group) whose printing instruction con-
tents (printing status) are close to the user A. The printing
status includes, for example, various types of information
concerning print processing, such as the number of printing
sheets, the frequency of printing, and the printing time zone,
as well as various types of printing modes. With this configu-
ration, a printing mode which reflects the use status of the user
A is set as the recommended printing mode. Further, the
printing mode setting part 127 records, in the printing history
table in FIG. 8, information representing which printing
mode of multiple printing modes has been changed to the
recommended printing mode.

In S202, when the printing instruction modification rate of
the selected printing mode is higher than the threshold, the
printing mode setting part 127 excludes the printing mode
from the recommended printing mode (S206). For example,
when the user A does not follow “black-and-white printing”
set as the recommended printing mode but frequently per-
forms “color printing”, it is understood that it is highly
required for the user A to perform “color printing”. In such a
case, taking into account the convenience of the user A,
“black-and-white printing” is excluded from the recom-
mended printing mode. Alternatively, “color printing” is set
as the recommended printing mode.

In S203, when the energy-saving effect of the selected
printing mode is lower than the threshold, the printing mode
setting part 127 excludes the printing mode from the recom-
mended printing mode (S206). For example, even if the user
A issues a printing instruction in accordance with an “eco-
font” printing mode set as the recommended printing mode,
in the case where the energy-saving effect of “eco-font” is
originally low, there is a little need to set the printing mode as
the recommended printing mode. In such a case, taking into
account the convenience of the user A, the “eco-font” printing
mode is excluded from the recommended printing mode.

Further, when there is no change of the recommended
printing mode for a certain period of time, a specific printing
mode may be set as a recommended printing mode on the
basis of the order of priority.

In the above-described information processing system 1, a
recommended printing mode is changed for each user in
accordance with the use status of the user. Therefore, when
the user is able to afford energy-saving efforts, a more effec-
tive energy-saving printing mode may be set as the recom-
mended printing mode. On the other hand, when the user is
not able to achieve energy-saving or energy-saving effect is
insignificant, a printing mode which is more convenient for
the user may be set as the recommended printing mode. There
are printing modes of various types and an administrator is
not able to understand beforehand which printing mode is
effective for saving energy. With the configuration described
above, however, setting or changing to a recommended print-
ing mode which achieves a high energy-saving effect without
load being imposed onto a user may be automatically per-
formed, thereby energy-saving effect being maintained with-
out imposing load on the administrator or sacrificing user’s
convenience.

[Method for Setting Model User|

The information processing apparatus 10 performs a pro-
cessing for setting a model user. A model user is a user who
has a high degree of contribution to energy-saving effect. The
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information processing apparatus 10 sets (selects) a model
user. The information processing apparatus also presents to
the selected user information indicating that he or she is a
model user, and presents a guideline on actions of the model
user to other users. A method for setting a model user will be
described below, along with functions of the information
processing apparatus 10.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of an operation of the information
processing apparatus 10, and FIG. 15 is a functional block
diagram of the information processing apparatus 10. As illus-
trated in FIG. 15, the information processing apparatus 10
further includes, as elements for performing processing of
setting a model user, a rule extraction part 128, a user extrac-
tion part 129, a model user selection part 130, and a presen-
tation part 131. In FIG. 15, the elements illustrated in FIG. 3
and FIG. 12 are omitted in an appropriate manner.

An operation of setting a model user (see FIG. 14) is
executed by an administrator for each user at a predetermined
timing (cycle). For example, the operation is executed once a
month at the beginning of every month. An operation of
setting a model user for a user B will be described below.

At the beginning of every month, for example, the rule
extraction part 128 of the information processing apparatus
10 refers to the recommended printing rule table of the rule
storage part 141 (see FIG. 4), and extracts a recommended
printing rule, out of multiple recommended printing rules,
which is similar to the current recommended printing rule set
for the user B (S301). In this example, a rule with the ID of 1
and a rule with the ID of 4 are extracted.

Then, the user extraction part 129 extracts a user, out of
multiple users, who comes to work for the similar number of
days in a certain period of time (S302). For example, a user A
and a user C belonging to the same group as the user B are
extracted. Alternatively, the user extraction part 129 (group-
ing part) may group multiple users whose printing instruction
contents (printing status) are similar to one another and
extract the group.

Next, the model user selection part 130 selects a model
user, out of the users extracted in S301 and S302, whose
contribution degree to energy-saving effect is high, based on
printing past records (printing status) (S303). For example,
the model user selection part 130 selects the user A who has
the smallest number of output sheets, out of users A, C, and D
extracted in S301 and S302, as a model user whose contribu-
tion degree to energy-saving effect is high. The model user
selection part 130 may, for example, select a model user based
on the toner consumption. Alternatively, the model user selec-
tion part 130 may select a user, out of a group of multiple
users, whose contribution degree of energy-saving effect is
the highest.

When the model user is selected, the presentation part 131
refers to the printing history table (see FIG. 8), compares the
recent printing histories of the user B with the recent printing
histories of the model user (S304), and presents on the termi-
nal 20 of the user B a printing action guideline for approach-
ing the energy-saving effect level of the model user and the
effect to be achieved when the action is actually executed
(S305). FIG. 16 illustrates a printing action guideline which is
presented on the terminal 20 of the user B.

In the case where there is no model user for the user B, the
presentation part 131 presents to the user B that the user B is
a model user (S306). For example, as illustrated in FIG. 17,
the presentation part 131 presents the number of users who
regard the user B as a model user, aspects of the user B which
are superior to other users, and an action guideline to further
enhance energy-saving effect, and the like. The presentation
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part 131 may present a printing mode, out of the printing
modes set by the model user, which is not set by the user B.

With the configuration described above, energy-saving
effect of a user is compared with energy-saving effect of a
model user whose work style is similar to the user. Therefore,
energy-saving may be promoted without spoiling the satis-
faction of the user at his or her energy-saving efforts, thereby
energy-saving effect being expected. Furthermore, a user is
able to recognize objectively that his or her action is effective
for energy saving, which helps to raise the consciousness
towards continuous energy-saving efforts. Furthermore, even
if a specific energy-saving target value is not set in advance, it
is possible for a group of users whose work style are similar
to inspire one another to enhance energy-saving effect con-
tinuously.

After the processing of S206 illustrated in FIG. 11, in the
case where a recommended printing rule of a model user
exists and the adoption of printing modes of the recom-
mended printing rule brings about a high energy-saving
effect, the printing modes may be set as the recommended
printing modes (see S207 in FIG. 18).
[Reason-for-Exception Aggregation Processing]

The information processing apparatus 10 further performs
processing of aggregating reasons (reasons-for-exception)
for a user not to follow a recommended printing mode but
execute a printing mode initially set.

FIG. 19 is a flowchart of an operation of the information
processing apparatus 10. The reason-for-exception aggrega-
tion operation is executed by the printing instruction manage-
ment part 123. The reason-for-exception aggregation opera-
tion is executed by an administrator for each user at a
predetermined timing. For example, the operation is executed
once a month at the beginning of every month.

At the beginning of every month, for example, the printing
instruction management part 123 of the information process-
ing apparatus 10 (see FIG. 3) extracts and aggregates printing
instruction information in which a reason-for-exception is
set, from the printing history storage part 144 which stores
printing results and provisional printing results of all users,
and from the reason-for-exception storage part 142 which
stores the contents of reasons-for-exception (S401).

Next, the printing instruction management part 123 refers
to the provisional printing history table of the printing history
storage part 144 and calculates, for each reason-for-excep-
tion, energy-saving effect to be achieved when the exception
is removed (S402).

Then, the printing instruction management part 123 orga-
nizes the calculation result into a format of graph or chart, and
instructs the multifunction device 30 to output the calculation
result, for example, in the report format (S403).

With the configuration described above, an administrator is
ableto quantitatively assess energy-saving preventive factors,
such as company regulations, which may not be addressed by
user’s efforts, and the possible effect when the factors are
removed. Based on such an assessment result, the adminis-
trator is able to suggest further energy-saving measures to the
executives and the like so that improved energy-saving opera-
tion may be achieved.

The present invention is not limited to the above exemplary
embodiments. For example, the information processing appa-
ratus 10 may have a configuration for temporarily changing a
recommended printing mode. For example, when it seems to
be difficult to attain a target by a target date by referring to the
degree of achievement of the energy-saving target of the
entire office, the information processing apparatus 10 may
tighten the criteria of recommended printing modes and set a
larger number of printing modes than usual. Further, when it
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seems to be difficult to attain a target by a target date by
referring to the degree of achievement of the energy-saving
target of the entire office, the information processing appara-
tus 10 may increase the frequency of presentation of an action
guideline, and take an unusual presentation method, such as
sending a notification email not only a screen display or using
such an image that draws attention to environmental load.
Thus, a situation where an energy-saving target of the entire
office is able to be easily attained may be temporarily created
ata closing day of aggregation such as the end of a year of the
energy-saving effect.

The information processing apparatus 10 may include a
configuration for presenting an energy-saving action guide-
line in accordance with user’s preference. For example, a
method for presenting an action guideline may be prepared in
multiple patterns (an affirmative and encouraging expression
towards the current printing action of a user, a negative
expression pointing out a problem of the current printing
action of a user, and the like). When a printing action of the
user is improved after an action guideline is presented, a
similar pattern is used again for the next presentation of an
action guideline. When a printing action of a user is not
improved, the next presentation of an action guideline is
performed using a different pattern. Thus, by taking into
account user’s preference and carrying out effective energy-
saving promotion tailored for each user, energy-saving effect
may be maintained.

Each of the functions of the individual parts provided in the
information processing apparatus 10 is implemented when
the controller 2 executes a program stored in the memory 3.
This program may be installed into the information process-
ing apparatus 10 from a computer readable information stor-
age medium, such as a compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disc-read only memory (DVD-
ROM), or a memory card, or may be downloaded from a
communication network such as the Internet.

The foregoing description of the exemplary embodiments
of'the present invention has been provided for the purposes of
illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive
or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. Obvi-
ously, many modifications and variations will be apparent to
practitioners skilled in the art. The embodiments were chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical applications, thereby enabling oth-
ers skilled in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments and with the various modifications as are suited
to the particular use contemplated. It is intended that the
scope of the invention be defined by the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing system comprising:

a determination part configured to determine whether or
not a printing mode of a job set at a terminal matches a
recommended printing mode;

a history storage part configured to store printing histories
of a plurality of jobs;

a provisional history storage part configured to store, in a
case where the printing mode does not match the recom-
mended printing mode, provisional printing histories
including resource-saving effect which represents an
effect of reduced resources based on an assumption that
the jobs are printed in accordance with the recom-
mended printing mode; and

a changing part configured to change the recommended
printing mode, based on the stored printing histories and
the provisional printing histories.
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2. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the changing part is configured to select, based on the
printing histories and the provisional printing histories, a
printing mode in which a resource-saving effect to be
achieved in a case where a job is printed in accordance with
the printing mode is higher than a resource-saving effect
threshold, and to set the selected printing mode as a new
recommended printing mode.

3. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the changing part is configured to exclude, from the
recommended printing mode for a user, a printing mode in
which the resource-saving effect is lower than the resource-
saving effect threshold or a printing mode which the user has
used less frequently than a frequency threshold.

4. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein the changing part is configured to perform process-
ing for changing the recommended printing mode at a prede-
termined cycle, based on a priority calculated based on the
resource-saving effect and the frequency of users that do not
follow the recommended printing mode.

5. The information processing system according to claim 1,
further comprising:

auser selection part configured to select, by referring to the

history storage part, a user who contributes to the
resource-saving effect, from among a plurality of users;
and

a presentation part configured to cause the terminal to

present setting contents of a printing mode of the
selected user.

6. The information processing system according to claim 5,
further comprising:

a grouping part configured to group a plurality of users

whose printing statuses are close to one another,

wherein the user selection part selects, from the group, a

user who mostly contributes to the resource-saving
effect.

7. The information processing system according to claim 1,
further comprising:

adisplay configured to cause, in the case where the printing

mode does not match the recommended printing mode,
the terminal to display a screen for inquiring whether or
not contents of the printing mode are allowed to be
changed into contents of the recommended printing
mode.

8. The information processing system according to claim 7,
wherein the display is configured to cause the terminal to
further display a screen for inquiring a reason for not follow-
ing the recommended printing mode.

9. The information processing system according to claim 1,
wherein, in a case where the printing mode matches the
recommended printing mode, the job is sent to a multifunc-
tion device.

10. The information processing system according to claim
9, wherein, in the case where the printing mode does not
match the recommended printing mode, the information pro-
cessing system prompts the user to change the printing mode
to the recommended printing mode.

11. The information processing system according to claim
1, wherein the information processing system is configured to
set an energy savings target, and the determination part is
configured to determine whether an actual energy usage will
exceed the energy savings target,

in a case where the determination part determines that the

actual energy usage will exceed the energy savings tar-
get, the information processing system increases a fre-
quency at which users are prompted to change the print-
ing mode to the recommended printing mode.
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12. The information processing system according to claim
1, further comprising an acquiring part configured to acquire
a printing instruction from a terminal, wherein the determi-
nation part is configured to determine whether or not a print-
ing mode of the acquired printing instruction set by a user of
the terminal matches a first recommended printing mode,
which has been set for the user.

13. The information processing system according to claim
12, wherein the changing part is configured to change the first
recommend printing mode into a second recommended print-
ing mode, based on the stored printing histories and the pro-
visional printing histories.

14. An information processing system comprising:

a terminal configured to be used by a user;

a device configured to have a printing function; and

an information processing apparatus configured to connect

to the terminal and the device via a network,

wherein the information processing apparatus includes:

a determination part configured to determine whether or
not a printing mode of a job set by the user at the
terminal matches a recommended printing mode;

a history storage part configured to store printing histo-
ries of a plurality of jobs;

a provisional history storage part configured to store, in
a case where the printing mode does not match the
recommended printing mode, provisional printing
histories including resource-saving effect which rep-
resents an effect of reduced resources based on an
assumption that printing is performed in accordance
with the recommended printing mode; and

a changing part configured to change the recommended
printing mode, based on the stored printing histories
and the provisional printing histories, and
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wherein the device is configured to receive, from the infor-
mation processing apparatus, a job to which information
of the printing mode has been added, and to execute
printing of the received job.

15. An information processing method comprising:

determining whether or not a printing mode of a job set at

a terminal matches a recommended printing mode;
storing printing histories of a plurality of jobs;

storing, in a case where the printing mode does not match

the recommended printing mode, provisional printing
histories including resource-saving effect which repre-
sents an effect of reduced resources based on an assump-
tion that the jobs are printed in accordance with the
recommended printing mode; and

changing the recommended printing mode, based on the

stored printing histories and the provisional printing
histories.

16. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing a
program causing a computer to execute a process for infor-
mation processing, the process comprising:

determining whether or not a printing mode of a job set at

a terminal matches a recommended printing mode;
storing printing histories of a plurality of jobs;

storing, in a case where the printing mode does not match

the recommended printing mode, provisional printing
histories including resource-saving effect which repre-
sents an effect of reduced resources based on an assump-
tion that the jobs are printed in accordance with the
recommended printing mode; and

changing the recommended printing mode, based on the

stored printing histories and the provisional printing
histories.



